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CLUB ROSTER

Karen Brooks - President
kbrooks@ormcinc.org

Lamar Fields - President Elect
Mets Chairman
fco@alltel.net

Keith Barlow - Past President
Helps with bulletin and awards

kbarlow@cnhi.com

Halsey Leavitt - Secretary
halseyleavitt@msn.com

Michael Truelove - Treasurer
michaeltruelove@charter.net

Jeff Gray - Club Administration
Fellowship Activities • Programs • Welcome Desk

Fundraising Activites
jgray@gmc.cc.ga.us

Larry Kenyon - Membership
Membership Development • Orientation

Red Badge Program • Retention
Vocational Service • Classifications

lrklrk@alltel.net

Jason Miller - Public Relations
Rotary Information • Club Bulletin

Publicity • Member Education
Club History • Club Website

jmiller@johnmilledge.org

Bobby Murphey, Jr. - Service Projects
Community Service • Youth Service • GRSP

bmurpheyjr@murpheyinsurance.com

Keith Drinkwater - The Rotary Foundation
International Service • Rotary Foundation Giving
Rotary Foundation Programs (EREY & CART)

drkH20@hotmail.com

Richard E. Hyer, Jr. - Governor District 6920
rhyer@cox.net

Wilfrid J. Wilkinson - President Rotary
International

One Rotary Center
1560 Sherman Avenue

Evanston, IL 60201-3698
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Pacemakers keep
hearts beating

In 1977, cardiologist Federico Alfaro
returned to Guatemala from the United
States after completing his education at
Baylor College of Medicine in Houston,
Texas. A year later, a 17-year-old boy
under his care died because his family
couldn’t afford a pacemaker, a battery-
operated device that helps the heart beat
in a regular rhythm.

“It made a big impact on me,” said
Alfaro, a member of the Rotary Club of
Guatemala de la Asunción. “It left a scar
onmyheart and as time went on, I real-
ized the situation was the same, or worse,
throughout the country.”

Vowing not to let such a tragedy hap-
pen again, he proposed that his club
establish a center that would provide
pacemakers and free implant surgery to
low-income Guatemalans. With the help
of a US$261,200 3-H Grant from The
Rotary Foundation, that initiative snow-
balled and in 1984 resulted in the cre-
ation of Heartbeat International, a non-
profit in Tampa Bay, Florida, USA. Over
the years, senior Rotary leaders have sup-
ported the organization, including Past RI
Presidents Herb Brown, Carlos Canseco,
Frank Devlyn, and Rajendra Saboo. It has
also received Matching Grants from the
Foundation.

Today, Heartbeat International has 46
pacemaker distribution centers in 28
developing countries, says its president,
Wil Mick, a member of the Rotary Club of
Tampa Downtown Daybreak, Florida,
USA. The system works like this: Local
Rotary clubs, which oversee the centers,
assess a person’s economic need. Once
financial need is established, Heartbeat
International ships a free pacemaker to
the center, and a doctor implants it. All
medical services, which are frequently
provided by Rotarian doctors, and lifetime
follow-up are free.

Nearly 9,000 devices have been
implanted (80 percent were pacemakers
and the rest were defibrillators) in adults

and children, Mick says. The youngest
patient, he says, was a newborn in
Mexico and the oldest was a 102-year-old
in Honduras.

“When you give someone back their
life and their future, when you give a fami-
ly back their child or mother or father, you
create bonds of international goodwill
which lead to peace,” Mick says. “These
are Rotary ideals, so we believe that our
pacemakers are peacemakers.”

For more information go to www.heart-
beatintl.org or call (813) 243-8769.

Rotarians seek aid
for victims of violence
in Kenya

Residents of Kenya need humanitarian
aid following the 27December election that
sparked violence across the country.More
than 650people were killed, and more than
250,000 are displaced. Many of the dis-
placed are staying in camps within the Rift
Valley and Western Kenya, while others fled
into neighboring Uganda and Tanzania.

Immediate needs include blankets,
cooking fuel, food, health care, mosquito
nets, plastic sheeting, shelter,and water
and sanitation. Because of continued vio-
lence in the streets, many people have
been unable to buy food or go to work. It’s
anticipated that long-term recovery efforts
will involve reconstruction of houses and
buildings and the continued provision of
food.

Kenyan Rotary clubs need financial con-
tributions. Because of the difficulty in rout-
ing donated goods, cash donations only are
requested at this time. Rotarians are part-
nering with the Kenya Red Cross Society
to provide hands-on assistance. A commit-
tee of Rotarians in Nairobi has been estab-
lished to oversee disaster relief activities.

To contribute, please make checks
payable to “Rotary Disaster Relief
Account – District 9200” and mail to:

Bimal Kantaria
P.O. Box 46826 – 00100
Nairobi, Kenya 00100 

ONGOING MAKE-UP OPPORTUNITIES
(1) Earn a make-up for sponsoring a new member. (2) Earn a make-up by volunteering at a local
school.  (3) Earn a make-up for visiting another Rotary Club. (4) Earn one make-up per quarter by
visiting the e-club at www.rotaryeclubone.organd taking the “test.” Print the receipt and give it to

the Club Secretary (Halsey Leavitt).

ROTARY WEBSITES
Rotary International: www.rotary.org

District 6920: www.rotarydistrict6920.net
Milledgeville Club: www.milledgevillerotary.org

January24, 2008Definition of Rotary
Rotary is an organization of business
and professional leaders united world-
wide, who provide humanitarian service,
encourage high ethical standards in all
vocations, and help build goodwill and
peace in the world.

There are approximately 1.2 million
Rotarians, members of 31,936 Rotary
clubs in 166 countries. 

Rotary is not a political organization, but
all Rotarians are vitally concerned with
everything pertaining to good citizenship
and the election of good men and
women to public office.

Rotary is not a charitable organization,
yet its activities exemplify the charity and
the sacrifices that one should expect
from people who believe that they have a
responsibility to help others.

Rotary is not a religious organization, but
it is built on those eternal principles that
have served as the moral compass for
people throughout the ages.

Object of Rotary
The object of Rotary is to encourage and
foster the ideal of service as a basis of
worthy enterprise through the develop-
ment of acquaintance as the opportunity
for service, the promotion of high ethical
standards in business and professions,
through service in one's personal, 
business, and community life, and the
advancement of international under-
standing, goodwill, and peace.

RI Mission Statement
The mission of Rotary International is to
support its member clubs in fulfilling the
Object of Rotary by:
•Fostering unity among member clubs;
•Strengthening and expanding Rotary
around the world;
•Communicating worldwide the work of
Rotary; and
•Providing a system of international
administration.

Rotary Programs
This Week - Biofuels from pine trees with
Dr. Tom Adams, University of Georgia
Rotarian of the Day - Quay Fuller
Last Meeting - Teresa Conner and Mary
Taylor of Hospice Care Options
Rotarian of the Day - Gene Trammell

Last Meeting
Teresa Conner and Mary Taylor

Guest speakers, January 17meeting

Mike Holmes is an
Oklahoma native. He
received his Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology from
Northeastern State
University, in Tahlequah,
Oklahoma, and completed
his Master’s of Education
degree in Junior College
Teaching with an emphasis
in Psychology from NSU, as

well.  He received his Ph.D. in Experimental/ Cognitive
Psychology from Oklahoma State University. While work-
ing on his master’s, Mike was offered a teaching assistant-
ship.  After his first day of college teaching, he knew that
he was hooked.  Mike has 12 years of classroom teaching
experience and has taught at Northeastern State
University, North Arkansas Community College,
Oklahoma State University, Doane College, and Villanova
University.

During his time at Doane College, Mike became
interested in a military career.  He was commissioned into
the U.S. Navy on July 6, 1986.  Upon entering the Navy,
Mike received aviation training in Pensacola, Florida, and
was designated an Aerospace Experimental Psychologist.
During his first two tours he primarily worked in the area
of human factors engineering research and design on the
F-14D Tomcat as well as on Anti-Submarine Warfare air-
craft.  Inhis next assignment as a department head, he led
teams  conducting research in the areas of pilot selection
and sustained militaryoperations.  Mike’snext assignment
was as Head, Operational Psychology Department, at the
Naval Aerospace Medical Institute, where he managed the
Aviation Selection Test Battery. He also served as the
training officer for student Aerospace Experimental
Psychologists and supported the training of Naval Flight
Surgeons.

Mike next reported to the Naval Air Systems
Command - Training Systems Division, where he man-
aged both research and development (R&D) and acquisi-
tion programs for training systems.  During this tour he
received extensiveprogram management training and
experience and was certified as a level III (highest)
Program Manager.His next tour was as Deputy Director
of the Joint Advanced Distributed Learning Co-
Laboratory.In2004, Captain Holmes reported to the
U.S. Navy Human Performance Center as Head of the
R&D Coordination Directorate and as Deputy for the
Human Performance Technology Support and
Development Directorate.  Mike is a Certified
Performance Technologist (CPT).  He retired from the
U.S. Navy in the summer of 2007 after 21 years of active
duty service. 

Mike and his wife, Sally, have been married for 30
years and are the proud parents of one son and three
daughters. (Mikayla is the only one left at home.)  They
have a granddaughter and a grandson and are expecting
twin grandsons.  Mike was a charter member of the
Avalon Park Rotary, Orlando, Florida.  He moved to
Milledgeville in June 2007 to become the Vice President
for Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty at Georgia
Military College.

MEMBERPROFILE
Mike Holmes

Absentees
Adkins, Bacon, Becker, Carlton, Cooper,
Cox, Dennis, Drinkwater, Fuller, Gandy,
Geeter, Gray, Griffeth, Hattaway Sr.,
Holmes, Johnson, Kirkwood, Marcott,
McAfee,  Mills, Moore, Murphy Sr., Purvis,
Reese, Thornton, Van Horn, Weimer,
Williams,  Zarkowsky

50/50 Club – 50/50 Club –
January 17, 2008

Terry Kennedy had the winning ticket.
She was unsuccessful in her draw. 

43 Cards Left     Pot: $225.00

Rich Bertoli CART Fund:
$36.63 – TOTAL: $868.30

Guests
None

Visiting Rotarians
None

Makeups
Scott Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Online
Tara Dyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Online
Terry Kennedy . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jones County

Upcoming Programs
Next Week - January 31
Kendall Stiles of GCSU and a
representative from Americorps
Rotarian of the Day - 

Teresa Connor (left) and Mary Taylor of Hospice
Care Options spoke to the club at its Jan 17meet-
ing. The ladies covered such topics as criteria to be
considered for hospice, misconceptions of what
they do as well as offering volunteer opportunities.
Rotary thanks these ladies for speaking to us and
for what they do in our community.

International News Rotary District 6920
Literacy Partnership Announced

Wehave exciting news! DGDallas has
announced the formation of a partnership
between our District and The Ferst Foundation
for Childhood Literacy. Our District hopes to be
joined by the other two Georgia Districts to carry
this program across Georgia. It’s a hallmark
moment for Rotary, The Ferst Foundation and
Literacy in Georgia.

Here’s the bottom line – Every Rotary Club
EVERYWHERE has been asked to take on a lit-
eracy project of some sort – and we’re going to
coordinate our clubs across the District and
across Georgia!

The project is called The Imagination Library
–created by Dolly Parton as a way to get books
into the hands of children as early as possible.
The program was brought to Georgia by Robin
Ferst Howser through the Ferst Foundation for
Childhood Literacy. It works like this: local com-
mittees are formed and work to register as many
children under age 5 as they can find – through
hospitals and doctors, day care centers, and at
grocery stores – anywhere you find young chil-
dren. Then every month until age 5 the child
receives a hard-bound age-appropriate book in
the mail (like "The Little Engine That Could") – to
be their very own – up to 60 books in all! The
idea is to encourage mom, dad or a friend to
READ to that child.

This project isn’t hard to carry out – it’s a
matter of forming a literacy committee – the com-
mittee can be from your club, or a joint commit-
tee with other clubs in your county or community,
and you can include non-Rotarians on the com-
mittee (a great way to find future Rotarians). The
committee’s job is to find and register kids, pro-
vide local news to include in the newsletter writ-
ten by the Foundation and to find local financial
support. The Ferst Foundation sends out the
books – writes and sends the newsletter and
parent tips. Your job is the easy part! The Ferst
Foundation has all the "how to" info you’ll need –
there are people to come and explain everything
to your club and help you set up - you can get
this up and running in a few weeks – it isn’t very
expensive - AND we’ve even got some potential
funding sources if you live in an area where funds
are limited. Nervous about what you’re getting
into? Just create the committee and register 10
kids this year, or 5 (we don’t care). Just see how
easy it is.

For more information and contacts with fel-
low Rotarians who have already become
involved, visit www.milledgevillerotary.org and
click on the district news link, “District Literacy
Program”.


